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Letter 16
London, 25 May 1869

To Ernst Haeckel
from Wilhelm Bleek

[}rom London Bleek intends going to Bonn, then Berlin, wants to meet
naeckel during summer. On his journey he read Haeckels Book: Die
Naturliche Scl«offuujsjesch.u«éc (biblical term) (History of Natural

Creation) For a Tong time he had not read a book, from which he could
evolution learn so much and so many relevant things;]

"As regards the 'tree of the origin' of human races, you will not be sur-
prised that I believe that you are mistaken in some of the details. I
believe, for example, that it is an error, to give the Malayan race such
an outstanding position. I believe they are only a 'mixture of a race'
between Blacks, the kind of peppercorn Negroes, and white or yellow races -
a race which is in many aspects a successful mixture, yet with the
characteristics of such a race. Furthermore, I would not place Hottentots
and Negroes so closely together - at least not originally, although it
¢ cannot be 'refuged' that the Hottentots have 'soaked in' much Negroblood

through mixing. Originally the Hottentots would be connected to the

(:) North African tribes, and these again to the Rasskanieru. The Bushmen

ooooooooooooooo

I would separate from the Hottentots., although they of course have also
mixed often with the latter.

As the probable land of birth of human race I think of Africa, because
not only do the most humanlike kinds of baboons (Chimpanzee and Gorilla)

coincide still there, but also the originally most diverse kinds of human
races.  But of course these are only hypotheses. Have you perhaps
heard whether this book has been translated into English? I have heard

that thought was given to the translation of your Morphology into English,

but it was feared, that the English audience would take offence to your
many remarks.

I think if well translated, introduced with a foreword from Huxley, or

any other well known 1n England, the book would find a good
market there.

Many thanks for publishing my 'Origin'.

Wilhelm Bleek









