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Letter 13

Cape Town, 18 Sept. 1868

To Ernst Haekel
From Wilhelm Bleek

I have just read in the newspapers that Mr. May has been given command over
a ship which had been sent by the English Government for research on the
bottom of the ocean.

Mr. May could help you to get the kind of material that you require.

My acquaintance with May dates back to 1854, when I met him in Fernando Po.
At that time he was Master on the warship "Crane" and had offered Dr. Baikie

his services for the Niger-Tshadda expedition. Baikie was given command

over the expedition by Capt. Ben who had died a few weeks before
our arrival in Fernando Po. May went on this expedition, and also took
part in another one with Baikie. Then he took a small steamship to
Livingston to the Zambezi, and was either before or after that in China.
For years he was in the Cape doing 'coastal services', married, was Harbour

Capt. 1n Simonsbay for a short period, until the post was Jﬁ??ﬁ.
Write to him in English

I am curious to know how things went with my 'Abhandlung' "On the origin of
language." I see ..... that you have published something on the origin

of human species.









———




