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Letter 31

25th October 1874
To Ernst
From W.H.I. Bleek

I thank you much for the valuable present of your Anthropogeny, which
I received yesterday by mail from Leipzig, and which I will read with
the greatest interest. I see it is well (beautifully) numbered, and
I am pleased to see this subject so thoroughly discussed. The
importance of it cannot be emphasized enough. Though, 1n your own
field I cannot follow you with a critical eye. There you will have
to be an authority to me. It spites me so much more to find, 1n a
book which is 1ike yours regarded as an authority, the following
sentence on p.446: "The comparative language investigation has

recently shown us that the actual human language is of polyphyletic
origin."

As this i1s a question about which I am knowledgeable, after 25 years of
studying, especially directed to this aspect, you will hopefully care
about what I would 1ike to tell you: the non-unitarian origin of

the human Tanguages now spoken on earth have not been proved in any
way, and have not even been made probable. On the contrary, the more
I study the Towest languages, the more I become convinced, that probably
all presently still spoken languages have formed (grown, gone forth)
out of a formation which has taken place a very very long time ago.
They all possess true pronomina and the classification depending
thereon. But the history of lanquage development clearly shows us

how the possession of true pronominae is acquired, and this 1n such a
way, in which I cannot possibly imagine, that it has occured more

than once. Philosophically we must also accept as necessary, that
previously there were stages in language in which there not yet existed
po further (other) pronomina. I have tried to find remnants of these
lanquage-stages and looked for languages in which no real (true)
pronomina exist, but it was futile. But for this purpose I have made
a special study of the lan guages of the Towest nations (volker).

But I become more and morewbonvinced that all presently spoken languages
belong to the higher language formation. The nations that spoke these
languages belonging to the higher formation, have thereby of course had
such great advantages over those on the lower levels (degrees, stages),

that the extermination of the Tatter in the race-struggle (fight) need
not surprise us.

In my opinion 1t is not improbable at all, that we will still succeed

in classifying all presently spoken lanqguages on earth geneologically,
in spite of the many gaps, which will in future occur (be existant)

in the middle-stages. Of course one needs a far greater insight not
only into the structure (Bau) of the various Tanguages and(1anguage-
trees’ (deneo]ogyfﬂ, but also a much clearer understanding for
language development history based on a firm method of Tanguage
comparisons and finer observational talent than we now find with

most linguistical authors. Regarding your authority I must in this
connection name F. Muller. It is very clear, that he does not
understand the languages which he writes about, (as far as I have

. it . olleg
read his writings) and only from,f%ammat1cs.{f? or makes up (tailors)

grammatical . ey

He depends so completely on the writings of others, yet without the

honesty of referring to his sources, that he copies the printing errors

quite correctly. Of course here can be no talk of a deeper insight
into the nature of these languages. He is 1like a zoologist, who

e.g. only knows whole animal groups from discriptions, which are more

or less incomplete and incorrect, without having studied the animals themselves
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