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- The undersigned Llovers of science and ?] bég':”

~to draw the attention of thaH;M;Gavernmﬁnt l8, present

state of the Fublic Records of the Colony.

There are in the Third Puisne's Judge Chambers
more taan three hundred Folio volumes (many of those very
?large]'thick)'eantaining the %anuscript orizinal Records

of this Celony from [the] its foundation [of;the Goloay]
in 1652, [up] to modern times.

These important documants ‘

| had at thatJ nad been given by the Colonial
Government into the [ehargej care ef*the late Nr. Justice,

Watermayar,wha took an e@pecial interest in these matters.
He had them ar

anged, and many of them;rebound, and to0k
every precaution for their.pr03er preservation., [After ly
nis death theae 1mgortant documents, whiah.when once the
colonists shall have time to study'their'early old nistory,
will to them.bejworth more than their [worth] weight in gold
Lhave been left  lost theifgémﬂst} gcod.excellent custodian

and conservator - as none of his ﬁuccessorg in the office

of Judge have been especially put in charg,a of the Records.

They _(merely | are for them merely lumber occupying iroon in
their Chambers and .10t even an 1ndex; they cannot consider

themaelvea in any way responsible for their safety. [Yet that

Lunder these eircumstances].

That ab&*ractiens from these Records have | been |

taken place, and lin fact have been Adde ﬁ&the.most public'

and unblushing mann

Moodie (the eompilex]'here at Cape T own "‘gecimens of the
Authentic records of the Colony of the Cape of GoodHoge,
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DRAFT OF .JETT‘?R BY DR . H. % B EEK
Approx..1870 or later |

In Dr. Bleek'° handwrltlng. Lome correctlons in another

handwriting, probaaly'ﬁrs. Bleek Part&crossed out oy Dr.

Bleek are given in s;uare brackets Lo le: underllning énd '

round brackets ( ) as.in MS. ofDr.Bleek;v wnere words

are illegible.
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[This volume had ?] ZXach

relative to the aboriginal tribes”.

- eopy of this [volume  publication [ (and several hundred copies

appear to have been printed published) contzined besides (?) .
a good deal of print matter one leaf Leontainerj cut out from

the original manuscript Records., How many of these leaves of

the original records were in [that way | manner taken away is
impossible %o say, but it is probable taatv (?) there were
scveral hundred. [as a] A good number [of the_  the copies of
this publication were still in the publishers' hands in 1858,
and [in order to save that] were offered for sale at the time
to Sir George Grey. [About 30 copies the mos?t valuable of these
were | gicked | selected out, and about thirty were purchased by .
S5ir G. Grey in order to preserve the valuable [doc leaves ‘
contained in them, for waich he gave about [23% s.] 2/6 & copy.

The 32 leaves thus preserved date from a few daye after the

arrival of Van Riebeek ‘ G April 1652 $0 i:he 23 June 1700,. and

contain [many| fragments of many documents, [of which] with a

good number of autograpus, amongst them that of Van Riebeek.

[So] As far as cur enguiry has enabled us to see [?] no other

copies of these | documents portioas of the Records are to be

found at the Cape ; and thus a number of [probably; documents are

- most likely lost.

Under those circumstances it is the earnest prayer of

the unders igned that H.YM. Government will be pleased %o take
suchh steps as Lwill | shrii.l place these doeuments » @5 well as

. any other Records waich may be found eleewhere in | to ] proper




 DRAFT OF LETTER BY DR. W. H T BuEEK
Approx. 1870 or 1ater
In Dr. Bleek's handwrltlng. oome corrections in another
handwrltlng, probably Mrs. Bleek. Parts.croésed out by Dr.
‘Bleek are given in sluare brackets [ ],‘underllnlng and '
. PRI s

'*,round brackets s s asﬁiﬁ MS. of Dr. Bleek ; ?/Where words

arellleglbLe.
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